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The company will be playing an active role in events to commemorate World Oceans Day  

THE IBEROSTAR GROUP WILL ELIMINATE MORE THAN 200 TONS 
OF PLASTIC WASTE IN 2018  

· Over the course of 2018, and as part of its ‘Wave of Change’ programme, the Majorca-based tourism group will be reducing the amount of plastic waste generated in its hotels by more than 200 tons. A measure made possible thanks to an ambitious strategy to replace single use plastic products such as bottles, bags and amenities with other, more eco-friendly alternatives.  

· In April this year, the company announced its decision to guarantee all the rooms in its 110 hotels around the world will be single use plastic free in 2019.  

· To commemorate today’s World Oceans Day, the Iberostar Group has organised a packed programme of activities at all its hotels in order to encourage guests and employees to join the ‘Wave of Change’ movement.    

· As part of its awareness raising campaign, today the Group will be holding an event in collaboration with the Global Compact Spanish Network, which will be attended by Gloria Fluxà, the Group’s Vice-Chairman & Chief Sustainability Officer.
 
Palma de Mallorca, 8th June 2018. Oceans make up around 70% of the Earth’s surface and are a vital resource for sustaining life on our planet. The Iberostar Group, a hotel chain with strong ties to the seas and oceans – more than 80% of its hotels boast seafront locations – is determined to make a real and effective contribution to the protection and conservation of this unique asset.  

In order to bring this about, the Iberostar Group has set up its ‘Wave of Change’ movement, an ambitious initiative designed in line with Goal 14 of the SDGs (United Nations Sustainable Development Goals), centred on three main areas: the reduction of plastic pollution; the promotion of sustainable fishing; and the conservation and protection of marine ecosystems.   

Elimination of more than 200 tons of single use plastics in Spain  
Reducing plastic pollution is one of the key issues in Iberostar’s commitment to the oceans. Thanks to an ambitious policy designed to eliminate and replace single use plastics for alternative eco-friendly materials, during 2018 the company will have successfully prevented the generation of 200,000 kilograms of plastic waste.   

This number, which refers to Iberostar’s hotel portfolio in Spain, is the result of replacing plastic bottles with glass alternatives – saving 43,800 kilograms of plastic -,and substituting all plastic bin liners for others made from vegetable potato starch-based materials – thereby reducing the amount of plastic used by 134,619 kilograms. In addition, in 2018, the redesign of amenities and accessories such as pens and pencils will also cut down the amount of plastic generated by a further 3,000 kilograms.  

Adding to its determined commitment to ensuring single use plastic free rooms, Iberostar is also working on the elimination of plastics from other areas of its hotels. To date, this has resulted in savings of 21,200 kilograms of plastic plates, glasses and cutlery, which have been replaced with bamboo or similar products.   

The new bracelets, made of organic fabric, or the replacement of plastic packaging for alternatives made of top quality certified recycled and recyclable materials, are some of the other measures adopted, which are also in line with the policy of encouraging a circular economy.  

The company, which launched the first phase of this programme in 2017 by eliminating the use of 10 million plastic straws, has announced that during 2018 it will commit to eliminating single use plastics from its hotel rooms in Spain, an achievement that will be extended to the rest of its hotels around the world in 2019.   

About Iberostar
The Iberostar Group is a 100% family-owned Spanish multinational company based in Palma de Mallorca (Spain). It has been operating in the tourist sector since 1956. With a sales network covering 35 countries and a staff of more than 28,000 employees, the Group handles 8 million customers a year. Hotels form the company’s core business, with a portfolio of 114 four and five star hotels located in 17 countries on three continents. The Group has a further three business units: the holiday Club known as The Club; its travel and incoming activities, managed through the Almundo.com and World to Meet (W2M) companies respectively; and its real estate business, operated through Iberostate.

The Iberostar Group is owned by the Fluxà family and chaired by Miguel Fluxà Rosselló, founder of the Group’s current hotel unit and the Iberostar Hotels & Resorts brand.

For more information please visit: iberostar.com

Iberostar UK Press Office – Edelman
Tel: (0)20 3047 2682
IBEROSTAREdelmanUK@edelman.com
Francesca Boden (Francesca.Boden@edelman.com)
Lottie Cooper (Lottie.Cooper@edelman.com)


image1.jpeg
*

IBEROSTAR
GROUP




